
 

 

 

 
I. APPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER:  

     
Nichole Garner – Applicant 
Barbara Macri-Ortiz – Representative 
Rolling Green Hills Ranch, LLC – Property Owner 
1011 W. La Loma Avenue 
Somis, CA 93066 

      
II. REQUEST: 

 
Request to Conduct a Review (Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) §1364-12) 
for the Planning Director’s consideration of a Zoning Clearance (Case No. 
ZC20-0948) to demolish a 798-square-foot farmworker housing unit on an 
agricultural property that will retain one single-family residence, three additional 
farmworker housing units, a barn and other accessory structures. Case No. 
CH21-0007; Supervisorial District 3 (Long). 
 

III. LOCATION AND PARCEL INFORMATION: 
 

1011 W. La Loma Avenue, Somis CA 93066 
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN): 109-0-031-125 
 
Historic Designation: California Historical Resource Status Code “7” - Not 
Evaluated for National Register (NR) or California Register (CR) or Needs Re-
evaluation. 
 
The property consists of approximately 110 acres and contains a 6,830-square-
foot primary single-family residence, a 1,800-square-foot second dwelling, one 
farmworker housing unit of 1,250 square feet, three additional farmworker 
housing units of 798 square feet each, a utility barn of 6,250 square feet, and 
a shop building of 4,200 square feet. Figure 1 – Regional Vicinity depicts the 
location of the project site in the broader vicinity; Figure 2 – Aerial View of Site 
provides a closer image of the project site; and Figure 3 – Primary Elevation of 
Subject Farmworker Housing Unit provides an image of the unit to be 
demolished.   
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Figure 1 – Regional Vicinity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2 – Aerial View of Site 
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Figure 3 – Primary Elevation Subject Farmworker Housing Unit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
IV. PROJECT SCOPE: 

 
The applicant is proposing to demolish one of the 798-square-foot farmworker 
housing units with three farmworker housing units to remain (Exhibit 1 – Site 
Plan and Photographs of Subject Farmworker Housing Unit). The applicant will 
replace the demolished structure with a new safe and sanitary farmworker unit. 
The applicant has provided evidence of the structurally poor condition of the 
farmworker unit by a registered engineer (Exhibit 2 – Farmworker Dwelling 
Inspection dated December 9, 2020). 
 

V. BACKGROUND: 
 

The Planning Director held a series of discussions with the applicant’s 
representative regarding the scope of the project, the importance of maintaining 
and increasing farmworker housing in Ventura County as an important land use 
policy in the General Plan – Housing Element, and the relevant context themes 
and information regarding the subject property contained in the 2014 Eastern 
Oxnard Plain Historic Context and Reconnaissance Survey (“Oxnard Plain 
Survey”). The Planning Director is seeking your Board’s review and comment 
of his preliminary assessment before acting upon the Zoning Clearance.  
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VI. CHO ANALYSIS, GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY AND PLANNING 

DIRECTOR CONCLUSIONS: 
 

CHO Analysis 
 
The Ventura County Cultural Heritage Ordinance (CHO) § 1364-12, requires 
that the Cultural Heritage Board review, comment and provide advice on 
proposed projects for permits to construct, change, alter, modify, remodel, 
remove or significantly affect any Designated Cultural Heritage Sites or those 
potentially eligible for such of designation (i.e., Conduct a Review).   
 
The property was identified in the Oxnard Plain Survey for its association with 
the “Beans, Beets and Industry” historical context period (1898-1945), with 
context themes related to Settlement Patterns (5A) of the Oxnard Plain and 
Agriculture Development (5C) for the residence and outbuildings, including a 
subtheme of labor housing. The property was assigned a California Historical 
Resource Status Code of “7” - Not Evaluated for National Register (NR) or 
California Register (CR) or Needs Re-evaluation due to the reconnaissance-
level nature of the survey. The Oxnard Plain Survey states the following related 
to settlement patterns and labor housing: 

 
Farmworker housing changed over time based on the predominant labor 
force and depending on whether it was employer-sponsored or otherwise. 
The sugar beet company built dwellings that housed entire families in the 
second decade of the 20th century. By mid-century, large-scale labor 
camps housing single male farmworkers were common, particularly during 
the years the Bracero Program was operating. An estimated 165 camps 
were created by the Ventura County Farm Labor Association to house 
braceros in Ventura County. Mines and Anzaldua reported that by 1963, 
near the end of the bracero program, only twenty-two employer-run labor 
camps remained in Ventura County, and by 1982, only five.1 

 
As stated in the excerpt above, the importance of the context is farmworker 
housing changing over time and identifying the importance of large-scale labor 
camps to represent this contextual theme. However, this is not the condition of 
the subject property as no labor examples at this scale exist. Rather the 
property contains four individual farmworker housing units located in the 
general area of the property and do not appear in an alignment or any other 
notable physical arrangement that would convey contextual importance. 
Therefore, the Planning Director’s preliminary assessment is that the loss of 

 
1  San Buenaventura Research Associates, Eastern Oxnard Plain Historic Context and Reconnaissance Survey, 
pg. 53, December 2014, http://docs.vcrma.org/images/pdf/planning/programs/chb/East-Oxnard-Plain-Context-12-
2014.pdf.  

http://docs.vcrma.org/images/pdf/planning/programs/chb/East-Oxnard-Plain-Context-12-2014.pdf
http://docs.vcrma.org/images/pdf/planning/programs/chb/East-Oxnard-Plain-Context-12-2014.pdf
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the subject farmworker unit, with three other farmworker housing units to 
remain (see Exhibit 3 – Photo Exhibit of Remaining Farmworker Housing 
Units), would 1) still continue to provide the Context Theme (5C) Agricultural 
Development - subtheme Labor Housing, depicting the importance of labor to 
the agricultural development of the Oxnard Plain, and 2) the relevancy and 
importance of labor housing to the County’s Agricultural Development would 
continue with the proposed replacement of the existing farmworker housing unit 
with a safe and sanitary housing unit also intended for use by a farmworker and 
their family.  
 
General Plan Consistency  
 
For the Planning Director to approve a Zoning Clearance, findings must be 
made including consistency with all regulations contained in the Zoning 
Ordinance, the CHO, and policies of the General Plan. The following goal, 
policies and State of California (State) law are relevant to the proposed project 
and the Planning Director’s analysis:  
 
2013-2021 Housing Element: 
 
Goal 3.3.1-5(5) - In areas outside of Existing Communities, facilitate the 
construction of lower-income housing which is suited to the rural character, 
economy and needs of Ventura County, such as farmworker housing, 
manufactured housing, mobile homes, and second-dwelling units.  
 
Policy 3.3.2-2(3) - The County shall support the efforts of private and public 
agencies to preserve the existing housing stock including all housing types 
such as, single-family, multi-family, farmworker, second dwelling units, 
manufactured and mobile homes. 
 
Land Use Element: 
  
LU-8.5 Farmworker Housing - The County shall support the development of 
safe and quality farmworker housing that facilitates a reliable labor force and 
promotes efficient agricultural operations. Housing units shall include a variety 
of housing types, including group quarters and larger dwelling units that can 
accommodate a family. 
  
State Law for Mandated Housing Elements: 
 
Government Code Section 65580 - The availability of housing is of vital 
statewide importance, and the early attainment of decent housing and a 
suitable living environment for every Californian, including farmworkers, is a 
priority of the highest order. 
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Conclusion 
 
In summary, weighing the potential contributions of this property, with the main 
residence and four farmworker housing units, along with other properties 
surveyed to provide the context labor theme of the Eastern Oxnard Plain 
Historic Survey with the importance of preserving and maintaining farmworker 
housing as a critical land use, it appears to the Planning Director that both a 
historic policy and land use policy could be achieved. Demolition of the one unit 
would still retain the remaining three farmworker housing units which will serve 
to fulfill the past contextual labor housing that supported the development of 
agriculture while construction of the new unit would also continue to contribute 
important farmworker housing but in a timely manner for safe and quality 
construction consistent with the County General Plan and State law.  

        
VII. PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

No public comment regarding this item has been received to date. 
 

VIII. RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

 

1. CONDUCT public hearing, RECEIVE oral and written testimony, and 
CONSIDER the Planning Division staff report and all exhibits and 
attachments hereto; and 

  
2. REVIEW and PROVIDE COMMENT on Zoning Clearance Case No. 

ZC20-0948 to the Planning Director for his consideration on the 
proposed project in accordance with CHO §1364-12. 

 

Prepared by:  
 
   
 
 
Dave Ward, AICP Planning Director 
Ventura County Planning Division  
(805) 654-2685 
 
 
Exhibits:  
 
Exhibit 1 – Site Plan and Photographs of Subject Farmworker Housing Unit 
Exhibit 2 – Farmworker Dwelling Inspection, dated December 8, 2020 
Exhibit 3 – Photo Exhibit of Remaining Farmworker Housing Units 


